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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, GE 

SUBJECT: MAY DAY IN EAST BERLIN: CHILLED BOREDOM 

1 . DESPITE A COLD AND OVERCAST DAY A REPORTED 350,000 
WORKERS PARTICIPATED IN THE MAY DAY PARADE ON THE 
KARL-MARX-ALLEE. THE PARADE, WHICH PASSED IN REVIEW 
BEEORE MOST OF THE SED LEADESHIP FOR FOUR FULL HOURS, 

WAS THE MOST DEMONSTRABLE ASPECT OE MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS 
WHICH SEEMED NOTABLE FOR THEIR LACK OE SPONTANEITY AND 
ENTHUSIASM. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 03066 01 OF 02 031 502Z 


2. MOST OF THE PARADERS WERE WORKERS FROM VARIOUS EAST 
BERLIN AND EAST GERMAN EACTORIES, FIRMS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
WHO WERE ASSEMBLED FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF WALKING 
DOWN KARL-MARX ALLF.F, IN A MOSTLY DISORDERLY MASS CARRYING 
ASSORTED BANNERS AND PICTURES OF THE LEADERSHIP, OFTEN 
AT ANGLES MORE HORIZONTAL THAN VERTICAL. THE MASS OF 
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PARADERS WAS INTERSPERSED ON OCCASION BY GROUPS OF YOUTH- 
PUL ATHLETES DOING MINIMAL ACROBATICS AND CHILEAN EXILES 
AND WAS CULMINATED BY MARCHING COLUMNS OF THE SO-CALLED 
KAMPFGRUPPEN, THE MIDDLE-AGED WORKERS MILITIA WHO WERE 
DISTINGUISHED PROM THE OTHER PARADERS BY THEIR DRAB 
UNIPORMS AND BY THEIR ABILITY TO MAINTAIN A SEMBLANCE 
OP RANKS AND PILES TO THE STRAINS OP THE "INTERNATIONALE" 
POR THE SECOND YEAR NO UNITS OP THE VOLKS ARMEE 
PARTICIPATED IN THE PARADE, ALTHOUGH ARMY TROOPS WERE 
USED POR SECURITY AND CROWD CONTROL PURPOSES. 

3. ALONG MUCH OP THE PARADE ROUTE SPECTATORS 

WERE NOTABLE FOR THEIR ALMOST COMPLETE ABSENCE. EVEN 
DIRECTLY ACROSS PROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE REVIEWING 
STAND THE "CROWD" WAS ONLY TWO LINES DEEP AT BEST, NOT 
COUNTING THE LINE OP TROOPS AND POLICE. THE PEW 
HUNDRED SPECTATORS WHO MILLED AROUND THE END OP THE 
ALLEE APPEARED TO BE POR THE MOST PART PARADERS THEM- 
SELVES WHO HAD COMPLETED THEIR PART OP THE EXERCISE. 
THROUGHOUT THE POUR HOURS OF THE PARADE, EMBASSY 
OPFICERS PRESENT DID NOT HEAR A SINGLE CHEER OR BURST 
OP APPLAUSE (EXCEPT PROM THE REVIEWING STAND ITSELP) 

NOR OBSERVE A SINGLE DEMONSTRATION OF ENTHUSIASM FROM 
EITHER PARADERS OR SPECTATORS. DESPITE REPEATED 
EXHORTATIONS OVER THE PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM, PEW IP 
ANY OF THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE MARCH SEEMED INTERESTED 
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IN JOINING THE MEMBERS OP THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE IN 
THEIR CHANTS OP "HOCH, HOCH, HOCH" (A VARIATION ON THE 
MORE FAMILIAR "HEIL, HEIL, HEIL"). 

4. THE THIRD-OP-A-MILLION WORKERS DID SHOW CONSIDERABLE 
INTEREST, HWOEVER, IN THE ABUNDANCE OF FOOD AND ICE 
CREAM STANDS ALONG THE PARADE ROUTE AND DOTTING THE 
ALEXANDERPLATZ. MOST PARADERS WERE OBSERVED TO 
PURL THEIR PLAGS AND BANNERS DURING THE PINAL HUNDRED 
METERS OP THE MARCH AND THEN TO HEAD DIRECTLY TOWARDS 
THE POOD. THE OCCASIONAL PRESENCE ON THE ALEX OP 
SEVERAL SCHOOL BANDS AND SOME POLK MUSIC GROUPS 
(INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE OP THE SOVIET ARMY) ATTRACTED 
THE INTEREST OP THE CROWDS BUT DID NOT APPEAR TO 
GENERATE MUCH IN THE WAY OP ENTHUSIASM. A NUMBER OP 
PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS TOOK PLACE THROUGHOUT 
EAST BERLIN DURING THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING BUT ALL 
ACTIVITIES WERE OVER BY EIGHT THIRTY. 

5. EMBASSY OFPICERS SAW NO PROVOCATIVE INCIDENTS OR 
OUTBREAKS OP VIOLANCE. ALTHOUGH POLICE AND ARMY TROOPS 
WERE MUCH IN EVIDENCE, IT DID NOT APPEAR THAT THE 
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SECURITY FORCES WERE TAKING UNDUE PRECAUTIONS FOR 
AN EVENT OF THIS SIZE. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOTICED THAT 
THE BEVERAGES BEING DISPENSED WERE ALMOST ALL NON- 
ALCOHOLIC, PERHAPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FAMILY 
NATURE OE THE DAY, PERHAPS IN MEMORY OF THE CONSEQUENCES 
OF TOO MUCH DRINKING LAST OCTOBER 7 ON GDR NATIONAL DAY. 
6. THE MOST SIGNIEICANT POLITICAL ASPECT OF THE MAY 
DAY CELEBRATIONS WAS THE SHORT SPEECH GIVEN BY POLIT- 
BURO MEMBER HARRY TISCH TO KICK OFE THE PARADE. HE 
PREDICTABLY STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OE SOLIDARITY 
WITH OTHER SOCIALIST STATES AND PARTICULARLY WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION AND EMPHASIZED THE IMPROTANCE OE QUALITY 
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AND EFFICIENCY IN PRODUCTION. HE STATED THE READINESS 
OF THE GDR TO ENGAGE IN "NORMAL RELATIONS" WITH THE 
FRG BUT DELIVERED A VEILED WARNING THAT THE STATIONING 
OF NEUTRON WEAPONS IN THE ERG COULD AFFECT THESE 
RELATIONS. (WE ASSUME THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAS EULL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

TEXT VIA FBIS.) BOLEN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, MAY DAY, HOLIDAYS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BERLIN03066 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 88-0902 

Format: TEL 
From: BERLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780599/aaaadgrx.tel 

Line Count: 170 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 1a30b2a5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2810536 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAY DAY IN EAST BERLIN: CHILLED BOREDOM 
TAGS: PINT, GC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 a30b2a5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



